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Exploring the Use of FGDM  

when DV is present 
 
 
Initial inquiry should be conducted by coordinators who: 
 

Have been educated about the dynamics of domestic violence, the safety and 
autonomy of battered women and the elements of culturally competent 
interactions. 
 
Have been trained on how to ask about abuse, to provide information about 
domestic violence and local community resources and to provide assistance to 
identified victims. 

 
 
How should inquiry for domestic violence victimization occur? 
 

Conducted routinely, regardless of the presence or absence of indicators of 
abuse. 
 
Conducted orally as part of a face-to face encounter. 
 
Included in any computer or written questionnaire. 
 
With direct and non-judgmental language. 
 
Conducted in private; no friends, relatives, children or caregivers should be 
present. 
 
Confidential. 

 
 
When should inquiry for domestic violence victimization occur? 
 

As part of routine history taking/information gathering. 
 
As part of the standard assessment. 
 
During every new client encounter. 
 
On subsequent encounters. 
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What should coordinators ask? 
 

Ask clients about current exposure to domestic violence victimization, including 
direct and indirect questions about physical, emotional and sexual abuse. 

 
 
Framing questions: 
 

Because violence is so common in many people’s lives, I’ve begun to ask all of 
my clients about it. 

 
I am concerned that some of your family’s problems may have been caused by 
someone hurting you.  I don’t know if this is or ever has been a problem for you, 
but many of the clients I see are dealing with abusive relationships.  Some are 
too afraid or uncomfortable to bring it up themselves, so I’ve started asking about 
it routinely. 
 
How does your family resolve conflict? What happens when you and your partner 
fight or disagree? 

 
 
A positive assessment for exposure to domestic violence should trigger an 
expanded assessment including: 
 

Discussion about whether the abuser is limiting access to friends, family or co-
workers. 
 
Assessment of supports in place. 
 
Discussion of staying together, separation, divorce or seeking shelter. 
 
Assessment of victims’ community’s response to the abuse including cultural 
expectations. 
 
Assessment of how the abuse has affected the children 
 
Assessment of how the abuse has affected her life, work, school and 
relationships. 
 
Assessment of whether threats have been made. 
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For clients experiencing domestic violence interventions can include: 
 

In-depth safety planning by coordinator child welfare worker or domestic violence 
advocate. 
 
Identification of family, friends, peers, clergy and social support systems that may 
be able to assist the client. 
 
Help accessing services. 
 
Assistance in contacting police if she wants to do that. 
 
Help in securing a protection order if she wants to do that. 

 
 


